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better than Russell, who put juries againsthim with his bully-
ing. Then there were his long, dark eyelashes, his brogue,
his captivating smile; he would lead the witness on into
a number of answers which would destroy his case, and the
witness's answer to his last question would be so ridiculous
that the whole value of his testimony was gone ; it was all
so quietly done, and with such deadly effect, and his manners
to his brothers at the Bar were always so delightful; he never
missed the chance of paying a compliment to an opponent
or a junior. Yet when he wished, he could assume so stem
and majestic an air that not only his victim in the box, but
every sensitive person in Court, would feel awe, and even
fear. He was the best speaker in the Courts of my time ; I
never heard him at a public platform, but they say he was
wonderful there too. I did not see him as a politician at all,
but as a colleague and a friend. He was a wonderful person,
and a most lovable man ; he secured the affection of every-
one who knew him ; it was impossible to know him and not
like him."
Like Carson, Bremner is a very modest man, and Carson
considered him the most useful junior he ever had. Years
afterwards he was sitting with Lord Finlay in a foreign hotel,
and he caught sight of old Bremner in the lounge, and said
to the distinguished ex-Lord Chancellor, " There's Bremner,
who has often kept me on the right side/5
Carson soon acquired a reputation as a deadly cross-
examiner. There is a type of vain man who, when he goes to
law, thinks he is a match in the witness-box for any advocate.
Of this kind was a certain brewer, who brought an action to
recover certain fees and commission from his company.
Carson was leading for the company and the brewer knew
he was to be cross-examined by Carson, and made up his
mind to be insolent to him in order to throw him off his
guard, and make him lose his temper. " These damned
lawyers," he said, " one's only got to show them what one
is prepared to stand from them and what one is not." He
began with a fearful insult to Irish Counsel, which would
have made many Irishmen lose control of themselves, but he
was only met with a kindly smile from this imperturbable